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Forestry Commission Pledges Support     

HISTORY MAKING EVENT - The Georgia State Firefighte rs Asso-
ciation and GAFC sign Fire Service Unification pact  on Feb. 2nd. 
       

Fire Chief 
of The 
Year 
 
Jack McElfish, 
Chief- Sandy 
Springs Fire 
Department 
 
Jack got it!  A member of 
the State’s Public Safety 
Board, a respected leader 
within the International As-
sociation of Fire Chiefs and 
a great supporter of the 
GAFC, Jack has seen it all. 
While it was only one 
honor of many honors be-
stowed on Jack, this had to 
be one of his most appreci-
ated. Our heartiest con-
gratulations to Chief McEl-
fish for all his great work. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE FORESTRY COMMISSION 
SIGNS 
FIRE 
SER-
VICE  
UNIFI-
CATION 
PLEDGE  

Robert Ferris, Director of the 
Georgia Forestry Commission 
& Alan Dozier, Chief-Forest 
Protection signed a pledge of 
support to the Georgia Fire 
Service at a State Capitol Cere-
mony on Feb. 2, 2010. Direc-
tor Ferris had encouraging 
words for the entire Unifica-
tion effort. President Craig 
Tully, on behalf of the Fire 
Service thanked Director Ferris 
and Chief Dozier for their sup-
port in this major achievement.  

THE THEME  
SAFETY 

“a family state of mind” 
 

GAFC EXECUTIVE SESSION 
April 11-14   St. Simons Island 

GAFC Pres. 
Craig Tully 
(L) and 
GSFA Pres. 
Thad Dixon 
sign agree-
ments at  the 
GA Capitol 
Feb 2, 2010. 

They said it would never 
happen. A UNIFIED 
Fire Service in one 
year. There was applause 
and congratulations from 
everyone involved. The 
GSFA and the GAFC 
signed Unification and 
Business agreements on 
February 2nd. The For-
estry Commission put 
icing on the cake with a 
pledge of support as a 12 
month effort to unify an 
entire profession was 
completed. There were 
many Representatives at 
the ceremony who took 
notice of this historic 
event. Georgia Fire Ser-
vice Unification is a first! 



Genuine Interest in Fire Service Challenges     
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L to R .Chief Robert Singletary, Chaplain Randy Toms,                       
Rep. Paul Battles, Rep. Buddy Harden & Chief Ray Lunsford.  
 
Bottom Left Photo. Ret. Chief  James Bailey, Minority 
Leader Dubose Porter & Chief Robert Drew.  
 
Below R.  Senator Johnny Grant talks with Assist. Chief 
Troy Reynolds, Baldwin County Fire Rescue.   

      Upper L. Chief Jimmy Williams & Rep.WillieTalton (awarded Legislator of the Year.).  
      Upper R. Rep. Paul Battles & Chief Scott Carter, Cartersville Fire Department.     

   SAVE THESE DATES: April 11-14,  2010    
 GAFC EXECUTIVE DEVELOPMENT SESSION 

             SAFETY  - “a family state of mind”     
                                              St. Simons Island  - Reservations  (800) 841- 6268 



Old but Current  
A REPRINT YOU  
SHOULD READ  
GAFC Newsletter March,’08  
 
GOOD PUBLIC POLICY?    Past GAFC  
               Pres.Frank  
               James, Jr. 

The present state of the nation’s 
economy has a direct bearing on the 
Georgia Fire Service. Think about it. 
Home foreclosures (Georgia ranked 
9th in the nation) and reduced prop-
erty values will mean less tax income 
for hundreds of communities.  
Couple those realities with financial 
pressures on fire department employ-
ees and volunteers who are experi-
encing soaring food and fuel costs 
and a major problem exists.  It is easy 
to predict the future [ill-advised] ac-
tions of those who develop budgets  
and their across the board cuts!   
 
When it comes to public safety, 
across the board cuts are an unaccept-
able practice. History should tell 
elected officials that when large num-
bers of people are under financial 
pressure, they have plenty of trouble 
rising to the challenge. We can expect 
more crime, more fires, more vehicle 
wrecks and more hazardous material 
spills. And let’s not forget the present 
bad condition of the nation’s infra-
structure. Fire and rescue work is 
needed now, more than ever. 
   As association members, we have a 
responsibility to fight against budget 
reductions that will, in effect, place 
Georgia citizens and their children in 
harms way.  
 
     
NOTE: The aforementioned applies to every-
one in public safety work; Law enforcement; 
Police, Sheriffs, Troopers, Fire-EMS, Rescue, 
Inspectors, Investigators, Educators, Mutual 
Aid Administrators, allied Medical personnel, 
911 Centers, Forestry; all of us.  

 

              LIFE SAVING WORK RECOGNIZED  
  GAFC & GSFA Leaders and Award Winners with Governor 
  Perdue on Firefighters Recognition Day at State Capitol. 

Atlanta’s Interim Fire 
Chief Joel G. Baker, 
CFO, MIFireE, MPA 
hosted the Georgia 
Mutual Aid Group 
and  International 
Association of Fire 
Chief’s IMAS 
(Mutual Aid) repre-
sentatives at the At-
lanta Public Safety 
HQ on Feb.1st & 2nd 
for a GEMA sup-
ported Mutual Aid 
training exercise.   

  THANKS TO CHIEF BAKER 



DURING MUTUAL AID TRAINING EXERCISE  MAJOR PILOT 
PROGRAM ON DATA MANAGEMENT CONDUCTED  

 

 Functional Exercise 
Weather Hazard Mu-
tual Aid Response 
and RD3 (Software) 
Usability Test to sup-
port GEMA Area 2. 

Dennis Thayer, GMAG (L) 
discusses response plan with 
Ronnie Register (GEMA)  

Ed Plaugher, 
Nat’l Programs 
Director, IAFC 
addressed par-
ticipants. 

Alan Shuman, GA State 
Fire Marshal & IAFC Rep.   Chief  Satterfield, Newton Co. 

L. Dr. John Silva. Below 
Nancy Seybold-Usability 
Test Controller 

L. GMAG President Eddie 
Buckholts experiments with 
RD3 program. 

 
  Below: Pres. SOWEGA (&) 2nd   
GAFC VP Bryan Croft with  

  Dennis Thayer (R), GMAG   

Reps from VA., Missouri, Illinois, Florida & Calif. joined GA Reps. 

Georgia, Florida, Tennessee & Ohio were 
selected by IAFC/IMAS to test Mutual Aid 
software. The test was used during a 
GEMA-Fire Service exercise supported by 
GAFC and GMAG. The exercise was con-
ducted at the Fire Mutual Aid Coordination 
Center (FMACC) and the Atlanta Public 
Safety HQ. Area 2 reps participated in the 
exercise.  

Special Thanks to 
Exercise Director 
Chris Alverson 

    GMAG REPS 

Mike 
Kamin-
ski of 
FEMA  
attend- 
ed ses-
sions. 
 
Thanks 


